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Pathetic Scenes at Paris Honors and Tender Care it
Railroad Station as for Heroes Blind and
Soldiers Crippled for Maimed After the ii

Life Arc Received by of K. 1

Their Loved Ones
Br WILLIAM T. MARTIN. I

Is Mi Interesting gathering, the
IT crowd standing there In the cold,,

rainy dirwu of the breaking Fob- -'

ruary morning, anxiously peer- -
'

Inc through the grrat door of the Paris
railroad station. It Is dark and hollow
ir.ttde except for the murky, yellow i

f'.nf of a few flirty electric bulbs
uruns over the high celling.

On nil the tactn there I a lcok of
drained eagerness, subdued to the1
point of pain. Something seems about I

td jtu. It Is nn assorted crowd. Al-- ,
mivt every human type Is represented.
Tiie nre old nnd young of ImiIIi sexes
-I- II clnd, well find, richly clad. I'rno-tl.-alt- y

All wear some token of mourn-Ir.- E

nnd many nro In deep black. A
few very old women nnd turn, too old
to bo tottcrlns around nlone, are

on others for support. Sev-

eral have nobody to help them and are
doing as thry can, leaning on canes or

:lnnt the wall of the station. Here
rd there a child hues the folds nf Its

mother'." drew or a woman stand with i

Thev are nwnltlng the arrival of the
end "grands blesses" train of the

var French soldiers taken in attacks,

the the the

Is enough,
you

nd held for months us prisoners of l,, J '"iiiMrinicoiw. n runs nnu an armicss sieeve puinea over nis
war, identities lost In the prison i.,,lc "I''1' "f ,,lp s'tln nt the other I chest. He has a catch In his voice
vamps of Germany and llnally given under shed. ns of weakness. "They told us noth- -

ii as hopelessly matinee! Hrancanllors line up nlnng the dark lug In Germany, the dirty cows! Ah.
unlit for further military service, are narrow platform. lighted by a glaring. It i good here, this place! I ued to
ling sent back. The train Is now ex- - , Incandescent here and there. Others, come here to see an aunt In the coun-loote- d

In a few minutes, it Is n spe- - carry heaps of blankets nnd stretchers try. I was happy then. My mother,
cl.il train from Switzerland. which they pile at regular Intervals Is she here?"

throng at the door represent nl'Uig the platform. At the door through which they
what In a few minutes be the x" the train move? along, slowly stand galaxy of officer and
necthearts, mothers, wives and the nm' noiselessly, the can be civ ilians of note, who salute lift

otherwise loved ones of the oncoming p,,n at the windows. Most of them their hats to the homecjmers. One
cr,pp!es. Just now no one knows, t seem to be able to stand tip or remain fellow, wheeled along In a
They have been notified by the au- - sitting postures. Tho strongest leg and an arm missing, manages
thorltles. have only names, nnd crowd to the windows. Their faces, to hold onto large French flag. It
mere names, some have learned before, t. are strained nnd eager. Is frayed nt the edges and much
are deceptive. From the anxious faces They nre still In their uniforms nnd faded. It partly covers bis body and
It is evident that with the exception thrse they have apparently cleaned the missing leg. He a solemn
of a few the news Is that of the nnd mended after the long detention salute nnd a tear as he passes,
re. tlon of the dead. in the prison camps. Stuck In their Finally the train Is unloaded. All

The train will In at the far end
of the station and the huge room lm- -
mediately Inside i.s reserved for the I

ambulances of the various Itp.l Cross
Millet tea that now glide tip over the
V';e incline before the door imst the
crowd and Into the station. Inside.
(he ilrliers line up In the backs
of the cars open and facing each

uusy wipniscives wan
irci' iifr.i ana lay mem in orner on

the Moor near the cars and stand
naily. nmbiilances continue to
pull up tho Utile Incline, nnd as the
ilrixers and orderlies from their seats
U"k Into the crowd there are some

ho quickly turn their faces away.
in the keenly sensitive manner of the
vrench, that their emotions may not
I'e seen.

Ins de. .is br.inrarl!er.e m.l rtriv'ri! .

and wnlt. It seems exceptionally'
quiet for so many persons. CVea- -

''onallv the llipht ruin mm he lienril
falling on the hli?h mnf sn.irteniv
from a hall at the far end of a long
r.nrrow corridor. le.nlln" -from the
reom where the ambulances are
in conies wonl that the train l mill.
ng into the vards. lnstatitlv the

r'om tills with the swMi of many feet
f the Hed Cross people Heck to the
irrldor ami crowd through to the

iiiner sine, i lie crown outside is not
k nweu to enter.

Th" train finally pulls In- - a long
etrltig of ecoiid class cars of the Swiss '

"!,lngulshed
cluractoiistlc

trlcolored
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the and diplomatic
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attaches the importance
influence which practical revolution

absolutism government
preceding is a
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ALPHONSE AULARD.
think it is

'o iiudetsiiind how France
siippon o Im.g so hard a
war a.s the present conlllct with
llrinne.s.i i,mi with p. uitiiilfesta-'i'i- n

of wssituile or exhaustion wltli-"i- it

taking into tho Mat" of
iiuni and the moral anil material con-

dition of the French
French have a

iret UimI since the Franco-Germa- n

arof a who had
not travelled in Franco during tlu-.-

forty. the years would not
thm if he .should return now.

In 1S70 the peasants of many
mere characterized hy the most

Ignornnce. In soine parts
of the they wern of
almost lUirhatian of naivete.
Thus, in .rwne or July or 170. 1.01110

I'erlgoril believing cm tho
hurts pome, absurd rumor or other

wealthy country gentleman
ho lived among them had conspired

to establish the old order, with feudal
ritfits, 4c, actually burned this landl-
ord slowly to death with a green wood

Naturally not all French peas-W- l
then In this state of sav-- ,

but uererthcless there wern
eroe!or.al Incidents of kind,

Wi did irnllrtite a condition
jfafrtid Ikiiui mice,

when (iatnlxitU to
t'litirr.vife armies composed chiefly

elements lie that ho could
t"1' obta from these peas,
tnts tin. neiessary degree of lutein-n- t

and solid organization,
For s reajiin Oaiubettn's Htiules

cenerallv only mobs, all
Ntii-ii- f,0 because the peasants
"0 I'i'ti .nar notion what

"0 tut there .ii no force of
"'.Olls lerisniie, pit li.l s to

Hi' in the leirible trials which
1 e were t0 eniluie.

Tree d uMinii. oliligaloi v and
neutral, line, y, but

'ns whole, rapidly, brought
peasantry out of Ignorance.

In all parts of country,

r, u n

Even little of war feel spirit that m

niong

r,"l

might
and

chnlr,

drawa
resur- -

pull

order,
other.

Fresh

lined

tyt"' from the French
C'wwhes by the bits of
Swlsa scenery Inlaid along the walls

caps mil pinned on their chests are
little flags, tinsel nnd flow- -
ers, gifts received from Swiss children
mi their way through country. In
their eagerness to breathe the air. to

hear or feel their fellowmen nbout
them the war's derelicts cram the
w.tnlows until the doors nre opened,

It Is n wonderful experience nfter
,,i.,v ,v iin.i'.', im--j n.i. .u

"nines.
T1'e train stops nnd the doors are

opened. It takes the greater part of
llollr " unload the cars. The sol- -

are led, carried, wheeled or sup- -

l""'ted Into vast waiting near'' 1,1 the corridor. Armless, sightless,
legless, faceless even, horribly dlstlg- -
i"co. nem nouitie nnu crippieu in
every conceivable way, they manage

Micillle aiOllg Willi the Help Of IPC i

who call them
'"'""'s and carry the idles of gaudy
sacks nlld little souvenirs of all sorts
they received III Switzerland or were I

"""wod to bring over. They nre the '

hist Word 111 blokep beings. In their
eagerness, a pitiful enthusiasm, they
I'l.V their attendants With questions. i

They were treated horribly, thev de- -
iare-f- ed on vile food and sometimes

be.itcn. Thev are unanimous in s.iy- -

liu this, but they nay they received
leniciu iieaunciu iiinn tu n

nieteu to tne i.uaiisn .s
they I. ill. in their weakness and mis- -

ery s.iy foolish things. I

cpt n few tardy provinces, most peas,
ants cii'i read mid wiite The rcpuh-1-

'e, iioriu.il .schools have tinned out
for thi'iii llr.st rate tuichcrj nf admi-
rable w.il. capable nf furnishing tin in
whli al the ideas um ful to 11 free

and citizen, their
thoughts be,v oml the tint row horizon
ilolllllliiteil li; (h, village steeple. '

French pntsanttf have come to tin
that their little

are only units In the great French
patrle. The peasant has become a
patriot

It is not alone to the primary school
that the credit for tills insult in
the children do not imialn there long
enough. The Institutions which we
cull by n term resembling that used
tn describe your "e.teis!oi'." j

have p ni ed ti great par'. Th"
evening let sons given by hi hoolmnn-ter- s

to grown people, the friendly In-

dividual lolkM 1st wi en teachers and
former pupils, the geiieial moral In-

fluence of the in the vil-

lage often of
have contributed to the gen-

eral work of education.
have also been a suc-

cessful medium of peasant education,
For tho imst twenty-liv- e yearn the'"
have been spreading throughout th"
country, even to ihe most
secluded districts, If nil the peasants
do nut read them themseh e., there Is
princely family win re one member
does not do so. nnd from him the
nt hers leant ihe esM'iitlnl
ol the news.

Such newspaper as the I'rtit
nlld the I'rtit Jnurnnl the

FarlH press and the ftepcvhe ilr Ton-loi- ir

and Ihe 7'rlf Mnrxrlllnls of the
no liniiil press are excoient

of the people by virtue or llielr
distribution in tin attract Ive,

elemental v fill III of selen-tid-

moral, gcn3n1phlr.il nnd lilentrv
knowledge. Tin liav rlaiilv

to cnlluliiin and 10 tender liner
the rude good sense of the I'lituii
priieant.

It mum also be borne in mind that
the economic condition of the peasantry

Alvhon&c Aulntd, of thr historv of French Revolu-
tion at the of Paris and author of
tie la has made a career out of defence of
the of the aeainst attacks of the
reaction, of Taine. the of the war has had
a calming influence on the more violent French opinion

has done much by his articles in the daily press to soothe
hatred, and to direct French enemy into more

effective channels. He has the courage of hy
bluntly telling them truth about the military
situation.

M. Aulard known to American for his
conviction that the French came America to
so to speak. He greatest historical to the

our of violent
against in had on the French liberal move-
ment the outburst of 1780. M. Aulard

admirer of the United States and of whom
he the pure, of the

the two herewith M. Aulard throws new
and Hqht on state of public France and
the causes of the military strength by
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of the soldiers are now assemKed In '

the largo room. The place Is deco- -

rated with flowers, ferns nnd flags.
There are long tables set In banquet
stvle. The dlslws nre of tin but tho
tables are spread with real linen and
strewn with roses. At tho plates are
little favors of divers types.
it is evident that the various Hed ,

vross societies nave concriuraicu ineir
efforts to stretch the funds allotted to
them.

The soldiers are arranged around tlie ,

tnblcs. Spotlessly gowned nurses,
with rPd crosses on their arms or caps.
ii;t here nnd there and minister to the
olilirr.t ns if to so mnny children; '

patting them and saying nice little
things as they stoop and pas from

l)mp t the other.
It fho ntlmr ena nf file statlnn the

rrowds still stand without the door
(They are held Kick by gendarmes at
ilv,,i l.le nf th entrnnee Th nent
nn .n,r.rn. i mtv t,. th
highest pitch. It Is manifest by the
, lln,. t il. tlirnnc- it U n'. -- ' ' v ' r..
weighted, onnresslve silence that now
mill then Is broken hi" short te.nes
nf restlessness nnd n few low untds
here and there. Women IK little
t"ilngs about their dress, their hats
or hair, and lingers twitch and puli ,

ni nnniiKr icinets.
m me toom or tne tanie there is

also .silence and the men are beginning
to nibble at their food. I

as of

whs Immensely Improved during the
.same period thnt primary education
whs spreading, and the peasants, be-

came happier in the measure that they
aripiliid more education. They enme
out of the economic shivery of pov- - I

ert) at the enmo time a they emerged
from the bondage of Ignorance.

llapld nnd colorless as Is my
of the nimtnl condition of

the French peasantry. It nevertheless
111.11 serve to account for the fact that
the ha.sis of the present French arntM,
seveii-teuth- e peasant as they nre. Is
su much more hoMIit than wna that of
ilanibetta's armies, though the pre,
ent urmltH, at bust us regards tin-vei-

numerous latest recruits, have
heen to almost the sam)
degree that tlambettR's troops were.
It Is for these tea.son.s of social

that we have now such nn
iiitelimiit and hi'ixilc discipline in all
our iivintes. such n en'lglitened nnd
urdent jiaf lo'.istn, for now every peas-- 1

a lit l.riows that III defending France
he Is ileteiiiling Ills village, his fam-
ily and his property. '

In our present armies, whose former
olllcers have almost entirely

under the wear of war, it has
been found easy to secure new ofl-
lcers from the educated Individuals

'among the simple privates. The
school teachers have here b"cn of
great Promoted to be

olllcera nnd lieu-
tenants, they have showed ability to
command as well us heroism and good
.spirit. U'd In battle by the school-- !

muster In whom he h.w so much con- -'

tldence, the French peasant Is the
Kta:iehet.t of soldiers.

llesidcs, )i!h spirit Is kept up by tln
knowledge that during ills absence his
family Is being looked after. He knows
that his relatives are not suffering,

'even that they are not In any want,
The allowance lo sol-- I

dlerh' wives, varying as. It does accord-- ,
lug to the number of children in the
family, sulllccs amply, for living Is very
rlu ap in tlie country. There are some

, ie s.i uts, Indeed, who have never
round tin in.si'le.s in Mich gnml for-

tune ns since the opening of the wnr.
In the cities, wiicir living Is dear,

wives, on the other
hand, a ru hard put to It, The result

'

is that peasant women, who mako up
the majority of Fieuch women, do not
complain very much of Ihe war, do
not lament too much 011 account of its'
length, and do not write
tellers to their unhand at the fronl.
Th.- win kmginen's wives, in the tow ns,
ire mine oirliii.'d lo complain and in
wi.ie but fui Innately
their usbaods nre even better edu
cated than the peasants, so that (hey.
have an even stronger convlcllmi of
the absolute necessity (if currying
through the war to a victorious end
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orphans animates

nnd'forevor

Two letters to the front triat '
Then it come : From tho far end

f the corridor leading to where the
rroivd has untied romes n rustic, a
swish of many feet and the ofllcers
and gathered at the
tables In silence turn to look. I

The long string of parents, wives, I

sweethearts nnu cnimren comes on
steadllv lhrouirli the lonir. narrow lias-- I

'.sage townrd the tables. Now the
silence Is tense and brenthle.ss. Not
one In that sad, straining crowd Is
sure of a reunion. They como on
with something that resembles a giant
billow rcadv to break.

In the eagerness of expectancy the
faces are painful to m. Then- - Is .i
unmi...... iti. .. im... in... imr. nn.iu ..i, i

nonrtf An nl.l innn linll,l,.s
'along with the aid nf .1 cane, one Imml
feebly extended townrd an elderly.
atnnt unman niijini nlnni- - In tho
t.irt Hh im n rnm -- nt fnr .iu in.
polntment. Near her Is a slight, gpn- -

tie.v lnnltlne-........... uiininn u lu... fie..v Is.......foe.
rimed In ileeii lines nnd who tries to
f.irei. .tii nlr nf unemworii

Tliree women n:is nnd In tin. r
frantic eagerness to Let at the tables
push nervously through little openings
In the croud i:erybodv tiles to iouli
over the iiounier.' or tuiif-- in ti out
.n are looking in the ,iini directum

one can see tiiuiii In a few second
Their i a fare on which Is wr'lten

In order to preserve the very eiicnce
of France.

Tho gloomy letters of their wives,
If they do get them at all, do not ap-
pear to have made muro than a medi-
ocre impression 11s yet. Further,
worlilngtiien of radical convictions

BACKBONE OF FRENCH ARMY THE PEASANT
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brancardlers

who 111 tlma of
were called men without a country
because of a childish uto of lansuago,
have shown theim-elve- s

ardent In tin; against PTiih-sla- n

iiillitatiMii,
To to tlie question of peas-

ants, It should be olisetveil lh.it
labor has eoutiiiiit d ilcsplio

their because the VMIIIiell,
children, old people mid the

civil have kept
at work. If the wheat crop waa bod

mav remain without an antwer.
the of disappointment, with
a weary as though the
person, n woman, bad Iveen at similar
gathering before only to meet the

'anguish she now expects,
The people flock ahead and begin to

walk along tho tallies. There Is no
union nui me siviiji or uie leei, rue
soldier- - lt motionless In their chairs
in contained eagerness.

Suddenly a woman screams. fer
screams rise to shrieks nnd as su

-de:ily stop. Through the crowd they
tarry her to a chnlr near the plaform
where the train pulled In. A dark,
l..indome soldier hobbles along. In a

w seconds the woman regains con
M"iotisnct and with n reodlnr crv of- -

.m.v noy uoy. tnrows nerseir noout
the neck of the soldier.

lie stands on one leg and a wire
nl..i H ut f.,i-- tlx. nlli.i. i n orn.

at.niit iim irniit nr th. .nii.in
is Tho soldier --he Is very
mil - I.etiHs over the stlfflv....... ......o.1
give" her n long it.istonate kiss. 1

mIi.iII never foreet the liuil; nn his
fare It is n smile, full of miln rnn.
cealed. hut a Mnltc, and therein Is

written a knowledge of the dream of
gone and the earnest ambitions

m n ;i'iin more man a year ago
forever. The woman Is vt ry

b.ippy. for he was long dead and is
.ii ,' i

it was ni'ire due to bad weather than
lo lark of lihor. Hay, potatoes, beans
h ivo.sloWti excellent A suf-I- h

ieni amount of wheat has been Im-

ported and the price of tlie grain has
been datively low Thus, In my
country of the I'harrnte n sack of

4J

!4-
t1

wheat weighing So kilograms I.s now
worth from " I to - J francs, only three
or four francs a sack mote than he-

roic the war.
The higher puces pud to Um peas-

ants for live slock, for whose fuelling
lliey have had ample sineks, have
made up for the lowt on the wheat
crop, fur the lo eriiiiicni has

lor) liule live stork,
heavy Importations having mado this
measure

The war Is not causing any trouble

J l 'f, bbbbbHIjMamF' MBBBBBBB
LWFk l
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Women with babies at relief post; their soldier husbands are
dead or prisoners of war.

Much happens In the next few sec- - j

onds. Loved ones are c!aped with the
eagerne's of the long month" of ex- - no
pectancy. Women rush from one end of
of the large room to the other with i

little cries as they catch sight of the j

faces they seek.
The woman with the baby finds her

husband. He sees the child for the
first time. A soldier holds his sweet- - In
heart but sees her not, for he Is blind
forever, so he feels her face and smiles,
A woman rushes Into a soldier's arms
and suddenly recoils to make doubly
sure of his identity. Part of his face
haa been shot away. Hut he can see,

' and he stands up and throws his arms
about her. He can only mumble In- -

distinctly from a semblance of a
mouth. But he does his best.

I Two women, fashionably clothed,
try to cloak their eagerness with looks
of unconcern as they pass from table
to tablo snowing a little photograph,
Hut they meet only headslianes from
the soldiers, and sad smiles. Still they
P;IB'' on, going over the ground ngaln

try to smile brightly, but their
hearts are breaking. No one has sen rtf
him. Sometimes they look long and
ll""l nt some disfigured face before

they nro convinced, and ngaln pass un.
1,1 f "" "i- -

soldiers. He Is crippled and as he
"i" "i"1 ln chair sne lienils over
and kisses him on both checks. Mieia
speaks n a natural voice with little
show of emotion for a minute or so.. -
Middeniy Mie tiursts into hysterical
weeping and throwing herself full Into
the arms of the wounded man. cries.
'Father!" The soldier, not pxpotln
the outburst, soothes the child as well i.. , , . . ., . ..tin... iri,a- "i'i""' " '"'""
appeal In that one word, the way the
clrl has said It. will never len
me.

There to s. lieutenant there. He
wears dark colored glasses to hide the
fact that Ills eyes have been shot
nway, .y, ne kiis in u.s c.ia.r. uer.

in
of

flushed

VOUly picking at a piece of iv.ke a
pretty young woman stands by with
nrr nana on ni snovuor

They were engaged, these two, when
he left home, full of hope nnd an oltl
cer. nen ne nearu nr was roiimiL"
back he asked the authorities that i

his name be withheld from the list s j

his fiancee would be unaware of h '

TRAINED

to speak of to peasants, be thev land
owners or hired men, In so far as
the'r material Interests are .'oni'crneil.
Those who produce are selling at
higher price". Fartu wages are twice
as high as in peace time It Is only
middle class property owners who up:
suffering materially from the war. .1111!

their moral strength Is supported by
a patriotism of a mote enlightened
degree than that of t'l" pianants.

It Is through the loss of men. tibovo
all, that tlie war ,.s affecting the peas-an- t

class. Widely spread i illicit "ti
liar, made the peasants mote sensitive
of spirit. They mourn their dwnl more
bitterly rnan in the time of Napoleon,
but this suffering, even among the
women. Is tempered by tlie spit it and
habit of resignation inquired in their
continual struggle with nature,

There are many other things vvhhh
could be said of this .subject, co little
known to fori Igncrs. Hut trust that
the little sketch which I have made
bore will make clear the reasons c.r
rr.e firmness of French public opinion
during this long and cruel war.

Not a War of Revenge.
S it true, as many Germans assert.

I that France hated German),
thought of nothing but a war of
tevenge, um! unileiiiandeiliy pre-

pared an attack, which Grin.iny,
thus menaced ill her very existenei.
onlv anticipated'.'

No. it is not true.
If there ate among ihe li iii.uis win

say this some who bellevo It and if
there nre among the citizens of neu-

tral countries semi, vvlio accept tins
theory and thereby full Into eiror re-

garding tlie responsibility in tile bel-

ligerents it is because they have only,
a superficial knowledge of French af- -

fairs and the French spirit, because
they jnlstake a few manifestations of
Individuals for an expreMim of our
public opinion as a whole.

It Is certain that immcill lv ,if' r
the war of l, which l!i .1 us
and mutilated ns. . felt hatred for
Grrimiu viclois and couiiiciors. It ,s

certain that at lirst tlie tie.iiv of
Frankfurt was cousidi red b us ,is
only a truce, document, and iiiioiher
war appeared to us to he rapidly in-

evitable.
Hill tills halted cooled oil quickl)

making place fm a feeling of admir-
ing astonishment at the pinvir''iil e.o.
Iloinlc ile elopinelit of lc I Ilium, jve
even 011 lie to ailimic Ic plulnloisti
Tin not .nn of aim m hiuceil nt v. r
r.nne slowly to a polio wieic It c

pill oil' illileflDilel.v Giiinbi'iiii mill,
self, the true chief id our national ile- -

icnce, hip man woo mis siooa out lor
a atiuggle to the bitter end, gave the

return. Hut she had learned of nil
arrival nnd Is telling him that It makes

difference. In days now past, those
another life he w.n a surgeon not

long out of school and his was a big
ambition. Hp thinks of this whilo the
girl stands by.

In (iermuny he found a chance to
learn how to make little ueXul things,

his bag are some articles he haa
tnnde after much hard work and prac- -

tlce. Hut he can do these things bet- -
ter now, nnd easier, and he has a aud- -
ilen hope.

Meanwhile tKo nlr Is filled with little
cries, much excited talking. There Is
relief after the pent up anxiety of
weary montlis and there are sobs as
still others find those they look for.
Nurses tripping through the throngs
ministering herd and there, smiling
cheerfully, unexpectedly burst Into
J0bs and hurry away as they see
things not decribalile, while among
the several hundred observers lined
up along the slde. there Is not a dry
eye.

The meal is now over. The majority
the crowd are Interspersed among

the places nt the tables, exultant nnd
hatlslled. having found those they
worP looking for. Hut there are still
many who iu im. hiiiohh
the long rows, stopping here and there i

or ftuddenly retracing their steps with
7rnwng feeling of terrible "llsap-- I

pointmrtit ns they scan and rescan
fn.'e them -- now wildly-

hoping against hope that theme they
(.p,,, Jire present. I

rhey pass raster along the t.Wles.
nervously and quickly looking around

.nun.- - dirri ilons. Muscles of their' .
faces twitch spasmodically, eyes nar-- (
iiih n' widen and lingers lerl; and
jul. I

MilIe the throngs still rress about
there Is a rapping on a table, a sudden,,., down or me coniusion or .T..unci,.

ein-nir-
. ii. in hiiii"iiiiitii uiai

thf.r. , 1o a ort a,Wre., , the
Idlers.
"p,P speaker ;. a notable from the

ial. ( iihce and a Well known patriot
among the people. He arises at the
end of a table In a far corner of the
room nun hcms iow uerore nis com- -
patriots. He ooine" to thank his ,

friends. I .s h'Mthers. he says, for their
service tn the r nintry. Their sacrifices
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cvaniple of resignation, and awaited
the restoration of Alsaee-lxirralt- ie as
the fruit of peiiiefni negotiation only.

It was Germany who twice appeared
J to be tucking an excuse for attacking I

us; it was lieimany'K continual men
nce.s mid lier enormous military ilex

vv hlch obliged us to be ready
for war against our will.

She forced us tn prrp.irc. too, by the
tyrannical hrutalil" with which she
Healed the Inhal'itallts nf Alsace-I.or- - j

mine. i

The German aniiexatior o Alsace.
Lorraine, su tliiv.itpjuuj; to the peace
of the world, could have nbtalned a,
sort nf viilnniiii) ieiciintl(iii from tlie
French people oiilv under the condl-t'o- n

th.lt the MUqtjereil pruviiices
should ha vi Ih- - ii content under Grr-11-

111 rule .i,m thev arc uiihaiip) and
.heir .t,it, ui s,t',.rlng was known to
i vi r.v boil) Ti dims stupit(Vj of
Hie Germans In A e have
bad iillllo'' Mi oil:; ,111 iullui'iiee as
tin- i'.'t ,,r iiiex.ition itself In making
n toidiil i'1'onc.ltiit Ion between France
and Gertii'iny iniposslMe.

I low ever, mil' love of peace Was so
sltong lh.it I'ur intellectuals nnd our

liters of opin.on cmic to avoid any
expression wii. I hole anv reUtlntl to
Ihe p.ss.mtv of an offensive wnr
against I lei maiiv

If I tn.i) speak of ni) self as in
example, I remember that soon after
the war. in which I had fought as i
volunteer. I published a biography of
D.mton for tbe use of primary schools
in which 1 proposed to the children
fi . their civic motto the phrase oft
Dirtiton. "Do all our disputes kill n
single Prussian'.1" A f"w years later
I cut the phrase out of a later edi-
tion, for I thought ilia, we hud go!
out of the dangir of war Into nornnl
life ngaln. innl I hoped strongly that
p.uitlr measures would serine a Just
organization of Kunipo.

Similarly our most important educa-
tional association, the l.lgtio de

suppressed it motto.
"Hy tlie, 1 'en and by the Sword," which
It had adopled Immediately after the
war.

Hven the Nn. ioii.ils!s, a.s we call
our niosi binning patriots, contented
themselves with not believing in tlje
pacilic Intentions of German) and w h
railing for .iiiuvril .11 inanients in
order tie better to pilioc! oursevef
Tin) wished th.it I '1,1 nre shoiilil nrm
lirlsilf to the teith .igninnt a nossihle
German attack, especially during lhesu '

last years. Never ilnl the) ask for a '

Flench attack agaiurt German).
I lie niilor with winch these same

N.itioiuilisls hiiiport"d and developed
I'murc's colonial policy showed clearly
1I1.U 1,1 bollnm tliev 1l.1l not vvisli to
nlt.icU It maiii I'oi' the floii neces.
s.iev to in ni' nui ii'Viop Tonl .11

i'.m.s .M ). u.. ir mil .Morocco ie.
110V11I iln p's,ii.litv ui' ,1 mm
in oils ' 1. I'll, Hie collipiih' 11'

1 ii 1111.4 ii) . and ,tt the ynnn imie tln:i.
colonial suci'C.M's, 111 siitisivnu na

( tlonal pride, miuir the memnry of our
j humiliation of 1871 less bitter.

Many Hardships
Prison Life

I hate been for France, for those they
I love, for othort, and the thought U a
(Just compensation. He has lost three
i sous In the war. They died for tt'Clr
I country and lto regrets h n. no
i more to serve France as nobly.
I "I can still say 'Vive la France:"'
I he adds and sits down.

Follows from somewhere a few scat-
tered cheers, then a slight burst of ap-

plause that suddenly spreads around
and fills the room, t.p and down the
long tables run wavering shouts of
"Vive la France:" Here and there
ore roldlcra who snatch the little tri-
color flags from tholr lueats or caps
nnd with feeble arms wave them as
they cry out In voices shaken and
feeble.

It takes some seconds for the cheer-
ing to din down. Here mid there are
soldiers who smile as they wave the
little flags. It Is with something of
the eager patriotism of former days
nnd on their faces Is nothing of re-
gret. They have sacrificed their all.
but It has been for France, their coun-
try, and there. Is cauo for pride In
that! Such Is tho spirit of the French
people.

The banquet over, the soldiers are
taken to tl waiting ambulances In tho
large room at Ihe other end of the
corridor. Their loved ones help them
along as they still passionately kiss
and clasp eacli other. They fill the
ambulances one by one. ami as the cars
are filled they back out and leave for
tholr destinations.

The cripples go to various hospitals
and places prepared by the Govern-
ment, where they will karn trades and
will otherwise bo taken care of. Hee
they will be visited by those they
know. As the ambulances pass from
the yards Into the street people pass-
ing flock to the curbs, attracted by
tho sights from the rear ends of the
ambulances wounded Koldlers be-
decked In flags and gaudy material.

jThey have never seen anything like

Back in the stnHon, there are those
who linger to the end, anxiously
searching nnd researching the faces ns
the returned soldiers continue to pass
through the corridor, are packed Into
tho cars nnd nre whisked nway. nut
it seems in vain.

There Is a woman In deep mourning
who now nils the nlr with low ilrv
,nhs. Thev tetet-rantte- .i w ti,n". i,V
hiishnnrl u-- still mHvo uiwi nv.ni,i i.
on the train. She came filled with the
Joy of R ,,o'pe, afto'r th'oso months ofL, - .i . ......lllt'lllillllr, IUI it IV 111 I'lIP II Villi atHW
they are forcer to tell her It bus been
a mistake.

Ti,e shock would unbalance
stronger person, probably. But the
hoi. .i i i 1 .

..n.ii riuuiail III liri HVHMieM
and mlserj", utter and hopeless, onlj- -

..m.. Ti,ur 'ft: t her.
n is not forcettahle the nbsnlnie

hopelessness and drawn misery cut
into the haggard faces of the dKip.
UOlntel nnli us iii.-- j tlnulv snri an, -
rlly drag themeehes back througii the
station and away into the murk? Fel
mary da v.

The Htnbulances have left and th
hall in deserted eci.pt for a few statnl- -
Jpg here and there loath to depart bc- -
tore the last ambulance, still hoping
against hone, Now suddenly thev find
themselvei alone. As they realize it
they follow the others.

SCHOOLS
In reality French republicans cams

to put all their confidence, and nil their
ardor Into the spread of liberal and
duimcratjo Ideas. They hoped thHt bv
creating in Kuropo an atmosphere of
democracy they would little by little
Induce the establishment of free In-

stitutions In all the nations, so that
war might be prevented and national
Injustices be repaired- - the restoration
or tbe Independence of Alsaoe-Lo- r-

ralne included by th mere force of
the functioning of these free instltu-- t
lout,'.

In short, wc wished to establish in
France a model democracy whose in-

fluence would win over, among other
peoples, the Germuns, Influencing
them to .substitute a liberal, miiilui 11

and pacific government for their ab-
solutist, oid fajnriiicd, warlike gov- -

rnnieiit.
Among French democrats the So-

cialists went so fr as to be!ive that
the German pioplc were on ihe point
of inu ring or had nlread) entered into
the di'tiiiHTJlio condition. Taking se-

riously certain specuhes and certain
acts of the German Socialists they
candidly believed that tin Germans
were at one with them to oppo'p, c en
bv revolt, ail) war whatsoever, and
even that tlieie German SoelUlsts
would destroy thn ah.-- .lunmi of the
government of their own country.

The talks between French and Ger-
man Socialists came to b- - frequent.
The illusion of a German socialism
as the brother of French socialWm, the
friend of peace at .my price, the friend
of France, capable nf disobey. ns the
Kaiser In so far as he inlcht be In-

clined lo make war, g, t control of
even clear heads m Finivr. Thus the
leader of Fienrli Sin i.il tits tile Mio u:-e-

ami the most en'igh"iiMl mind '.n

French politics s.l.i e Mlr.lbi'.IU, He
late Jean Jinites, not only dreamed of
,1 reiiiiicillaiaui w.tu Germany bit
actually believed th.it such .1 rap-
prochement was practically re,ili7abk',
and not faraway, as he frequently told
me himself.

It was not only the Socialists of
France wiio showed their lovo of
peace in conferring in a friendly spltd
with the Germans, but even the re-

publicans who vverr not Sncialisls did
not hc- talc to unilrrt-'k- Mich rela- -
ioiis; In the scriii", of IMS more than

1 hundred Frc lira parliamentarian
conferred w th some Omnii npre-tentativ- e

le's.iti-.-- s a! Heme.
A" for tho lm rcise in our atniH-- ,

incnt.s, they were r.v.cr undertaken ex-

cept in answer 10 sudden and enor-,11111-

German mirea-n- , as an Indis-
pensable, vital tie rsMiy, and always
with the stl oiliest hope tint the

vxoit'd t,e e: lie of any Use,
A, o. the ii.'v of our llllll-a:- v

I 'Ie 1.1 1'.i s'u, i not hr .it'iih.
'It nl 'o 11 ie;.ig"iie ,1 i,ikne.s,
'ill .tlinve a", in :'i'. if on"
li.il lucre I'll mil Ik ,111) 'at. lur

..i n of adcouite inilit.nv ptvp.ii'.mon.
wliii li has been such a ban to u h

I only another proof of nui pa illc In- -
(tcntlnns.
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